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1875 – Federal hatchery program in the province to 
enhance wild salmon stocks for recreational fishing

1867 – American oyster farming began at Canada’s 
oldest oyster farm in Malagash, Nova Scotia

1913 – The province enacted the Oyster Fisheries 
Act to enable private property owners to hold 

leases to aquatic sites



1948 – Canada-US bilateral agreement (federal 
agreement) on shellfish sanitation came into effect, 

aimed at improving the monitoring of toxins. 
Canada’s commitment to this is through the 

Canadian Shellfish Sanitation Program

1969 – First salmonid farming site, located in the 
Bras d’Or Lakes of Cape Breton where trout was 

farmed

1969 – American oyster farming began in Eskasoni, 
when Crane Cove Seafoods, along with the Bedford 

Institute of Oceanography went to Japan and 
adopted their technology for use in Cape Breton

1970 – Stocks of European oysters were introduced 
to Nova Scotia from PEI, from a Dutch breeding 

stock

Early 1970s – Pest Control Product Act (federal act) 
is adopted, requiring pesticides to be registered 
before they are used in aquaculture, while also 

regulating how they are used



1977 – Aquaculture Association of Nova Scotia 
(AANS) is established, with the purpose of 

developing and supporting current, and future sea 
farmers within the province

Late 1970s, early 1980s – Mussel farming began in 
the province. Peter Darnell was one of the first, in 

Mahone Bay, starting in 1982

1981 – Striped bass culture began when eggs 
collected from the Annapolis River were hatched at 

the DFO lab in Halifax, and then re-released into 
the Annapolis River for monitoring. The program 

was not continued, however 

1983 – Aquaculture Act (a provincial act) is 
adopted, and becomes the first aquaculture 

specific act in the country

1984 – First harvest of farmed salmon in Nova 
Scotia 



1991 – Striped bass began being cultured on a 
commercial scale in Stewiacke, when eggs captured 

by plankton nets were hatched and raised. 
Methods switched in 1996, when broodstock from 

bycatch were used as the egg source 

1990 – First reported statistics on farmed scallops, 
where DFO reported a total of 6 tons harvested 

1987 – The first provincial lease (AQ#0001) was 
issued in Country Harbour, Guysborough County 

1990 – First time the production of European 
oyster was considered significant enough (6.1 tons) 

to not be grouped with American oyster 
production

1988 – First finfish lease was site AQ#0074 in 
Mahone Bay



1991 onwards – Free veterinary services provided 
by the province to all finfish and shellfish farms. 

This allows them to be transparent and keep 
accurate records of disease outbreaks

1993 – The Stricklands opened the province’s first 
recirculation hatchery in Pictou County

1994 – First reported statistics of farmed clams in 
the province

1995 – The Federal Aquaculture Development 
Strategy came out, aimed at creating an economic 
and regulatory environment, allowing aquaculture 
to prosper while maintaining good environmental 

conditions

1995 to 2000 –The Canada-New Brunswick-Nova 
Scotia New Finfish Aquaculture Species 

Development Program was established to provide 
financial and technical support for the study and 

development of operations to farm emerging 
species such as halibut and haddock. This program 

helped establish a halibut hatchery in Digby County 
as well as a halibut farm in Shelburne County



1996 – First Nova Scotia Aquaculture Development 
Strategy drafted, providing a framework for 

aquaculture development within the province

1996 – Fisheries and Coastal Resources Act 
(provincial act) is released, which became an 

amalgamation of the Aquaculture Act and other 
fisheries legislation, becoming the primary piece of 

legislation for aquaculture

1997 – The Nova Scotia Department of Fisheries 
became the Nova Scotia Department of Fisheries 

and Aquaculture

1997 – Halibut exploratory research began when 
NS investors worked with an Icelandic company for 
a land based grow out, and collected broodstock in 

Shelburne County

2000 – The Nova Scotia Department of Fisheries 
and Aquaculture merges with the Department of 

Agriculture, becoming the Nova Scotia Department 
of Agriculture and Fisheries. Aquaculture remains a 

separate division under its control



2002 – Cooke Aquaculture expands into Nova 
Scoria, in Liverpool Bay, to begin salmon farming

2002-2003 – Land based farming of Arctic char 
started in Millbrook, and became the first finfish 

facility to be run by First Nations

2002 – First appearance of the MSX 
(Haplosporidium nelsoni) parasite in American 

oysters of the Bras d’Or Lakes, decimating 
populations, and closing most of Cape Breton’s 

oyster sector by 2004

2005 - a Task Force on Fostering a Sustainable 
Salmon Farming Industry for Atlantic Canada was 

created, led by the New Brunswick Department of 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Aquaculture, and the 

Nova Scotia Department of Agriculture and 
Fisheries, among others, to identify the immediate 

needs and provide recommendations for 
addressing the long term challenges facing the 

industry, and for support of the market 
development of alternative finfish species



2008 – An MOU signed between the Canadian 
federal government and the Atlantic provinces to 
work towards a harmonized regulatory and policy 

environment

2009 – Provincial environmental monitoring 
program came into effect when the province 

released its Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs)

2010 – The government of Nova Scotia hired a 
consultant to conduct random phone interviews to 

gauge people’s perceptions and views of 
aquaculture in the province

2012 – The Association for the Preservation of the 
Eastern Shore, an anti-aquaculture community 

group, was formed

2012 – The province offered up $25 million in loans 
to Cooke Aquaculture in order to help the company 

expand



2013 – Moratorium was placed on new finfish and 
shellfish farms in Nova Scotia

2013 – Although tunicates have been negatively 
impacting shellfish farms since the early 2000s, 

four new species of tunicates invade mussel farms, 
severely impacting production levels

2013 – Ivany Report is released, challenging the 
province to commit to transforming the 

aquaculture industry to grow in rural and coastal 
communities. This lead to the commissioning of 

the Doelle-Lahey Panel

2014 – Doelle-Lahey Report released, calling for a 
massive overhaul of the aquaculture regulations in 

the province, to one that helps the industry 
become more high value, low impact

2014 – the Gardner Pinfold Report says that land 
based, closed containment aquaculture is 

technically feasible, but the financial feasibility has 
yet to be proven commercially



2015 – Fisheries and Coastal Resources Act is 
amended to provide new aquaculture regulations 

regarding licenses and leases and to increase 
transparency

2016 – The province lifted the moratorium on new 
shellfish, trout, and seaweed farms

2016 – Grant et al. (2016) disprove Loucks et al. 
(2014) conclusions that salmon aquaculture 

negatively affects lobster fisheries in Port Mouton

2017 – DFO released their Aquaculture Activities 
Regulations, which then prompted Nova Scotia to 

shift their SOPs to align with the federal regulations

2017 – Moratorium lifted on new finfish farms in 
Nova Scotia



2018 – Cooke Aquaculture was given an option to 
lease in order to explore the possibility to establish 
a new aquaculture site in Liverpool Bay. They have 

six months to conduct their feasibility assessments, 
and this would be the first new farms since the 

moratorium was lifted

March 2019 – Kelly Cove Salmon Ltd., a subsidiary 
of Cooke Aquaculture, submitted an application to 

the Nova Scotia Department of Fisheries and 
Aquaculture requesting approval for the expansion 
of its current salmon farm in Liverpool Bay from 14 
cages to 20, while also expanding by two new sites 

of the same size

March 19, 2019 – Protect Liverpool Bay created a 
gofundme page to stop Cooke Aquaculture’s 

proposed salmon farm expansion in Liverpool Bay, 
with the goal of raising $50,000



April 2019 – A petition put forth to Queen’s County 
municipality council to halt the expansion of 

salmon farming in Liverpool Bay, requesting a 
permanent moratorium on new salmon farms

April 2019 – A British Columbia based company, 
Cermaq Canada, was granted four options to lease 
sites in Nova Scotia by the provincial government, 

where they have plans to explore the possibility of 
expanding into Digby, Guysborough, and Richmond 

2019 – The AANS, in collaboration with Merinov, 
received funding to head a project in seaweed 

sugar kelp cultivation trials at three farms in Cape 
Breton 

May 2019 – NSDFA authorizes option to lease for 
12 new aquaculture development sites throughout 

the province


